
Inspection of Bodiam Pre-School
The Parish Rooms, Sandhurst Road, Bodiam, East Sussex TN32 5UJ

Inspection date: 9 December 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy their learning in this welcoming, vibrant and friendly pre-school. All 
children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) 
make good progress in every area of their development through a rich curriculum 
which staff provide for them. Staff prepare children well for the next stage of their 
learning, such as going to school. For example, children are encouraged in their 
mathematical skills as staff hold up fingers for them to count. Staff link counting 
practice to rhymes, stories and books. Children recognise the number six and 
explain where they have seen this number before, making a link in their learning.

Staff support children to build caring and respectful relationships. They remind 
children to listen to each other to ensure that everyone gets a turn to speak. 
Children are encouraged to share toys and resources and to patiently wait their 
turn during activities. Those children who find it difficult to manage their emotions, 
build strong bonds with staff and learn to play with others. They demonstrate that 
they feel safe and secure. Staff help children to build their confidence and 
independence through a range of routine activities, such as putting a coat on when 
getting ready to play outside and pouring their own drinks.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff identify any gaps in children's learning and development at an early stage. 
They work with parents and act promptly to secure additional help for children 
with SEND. Staff work closely with other professionals, such as speech and 
language therapists and schoolteachers to help prepare children for later 
learning.

n Generally, staff provide children with purposeful and stimulating interactions. 
They use a range of adult-led and child-led activities to help children grow in 
areas that they may need further support with. However, at times, staff do not 
consistently interact with all children, particularly quieter children, and 
encourage them to join in group activities. This is because more confident 
children capture the attention of the staff. As a result, there are times when 
some children are overlooked. Despite this, all children benefit from meaningful 
relationships they have with staff and enjoy their time at the pre-school.

n Overall, staff use group time activities throughout the day to encourage children 
in their learning. However, on occasions, staff cover a range of different learning 
intentions and do not focus precisely on what children need to learn next. 
Consequently, some children do not consolidate their learning skills and learning 
can be incidental rather than purposeful.

n Children develop good concentration skills. They listen intently to shared stories 
and join in with familiar phrases. Staff skilfully support children's vocabulary and 
imagination as they encourage children to find props to use alongside favourite 
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stories being read to them. Children eagerly tell staff about the events in the 
story, which they know so well. This effectively supports children's vocabulary 
and helps them to develop a love of books.

n The pre-school celebrates customs and festivals that are important to children. 
Parents are invited to share information about their family's culture and any 
events that are specific to them and their children. This approach helps families 
and children to feel included and helps children to develop a greater awareness 
of the diverse world around them.

n Staff well-being is a strong focus for leaders. They effectively promote positive 
working conditions and have an 'open-door' policy for all staff. This helps to 
ensure a supportive and calm working environment which positively impacts the 
children they care for. Staff mention that they feel valued and listened to and 
that the pre-school is a 'wonderful' place to work.

n Staff ensure that children have access to a large range of healthy fruits and 
vegetables and have daily opportunities for outside play where they can be 
physically active. During mealtimes staff talk to children about healthy food 
choices and why it is important to follow good hygiene practices, such as 
washing hands and blowing noses on a tissue. Leaders invite oral health 
specialists to visit the pre-school to further support children's understanding of 
healthy lifestyles.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen interactions so that children, particularly less confident children, fully 
engage and benefit from the learning opportunities

n support all staff to focus on the precise skills they want each child to gain, to 
fully maximise children's learning opportunities.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY309603

Local authority East Sussex

Inspection number 10372170

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 15

Number of children on roll 21

Name of registered person Bodiam Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP525649

Telephone number 01580830615

Date of previous inspection 4 April 2019

Information about this early years setting

Bodiam Pre-School registered in 2005. It operates from the Parish Rooms in 
Bodiam, East Sussex. The pre-school opens five days a week during school term 
times. Opening times are from 8.45am to 3.30pm. The pre-school provides 
government funded early education places for children aged from two years to four 
years. There are four members of staff who hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level three. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tina Lambert
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and 
discussed how the curriculum is organised.

n The inspector asked staff questions to establish their understanding of how to 
safeguard children. 

n The inspector took account of the views of parents.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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